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Dear Friends, 

 

Kansas Interfaith Power and Light is partnering  with congregations across the state to create a 

religious response to global warming.   

 

Kansas Interfaith Power & Light gives relig ious people tools to become better stewards of 

"ÙÌÈÛÐÖÕȭɯ.ÕÌɯÚÜÊÏɯÛÖÖÓɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯȿ"ÖÖÓɯ"ÖÕÎÙÌÎÈÛÐÖÕÚɀɯ×ÙÖÎÙÈÔȮɯÊÙÌÈÛÌËɯÉàɯ(ÖÞÈɯ(ÕÛÌÙÍÈÐÛÏɯ/ÖÞÌÙɯȫɯ

Light and now offered by several of the state affiliates of the national Interfaith Power & Light 

campaign. 

 

What ÐÚɯȿ"ÖÖÓɯ"ÖÕÎÙÌÎÈÛÐÖÕÚɀȳɯ (ÛɀÚɯÈ multi -year program to help members of your congregation 

reduce their contribution to global warming.  What makes this program successful and fun is that 

it uses existing groups at your congregation to spread activity, it r egularly celebrates success, it 

builds community through house parties and other kinds of small group implementation, and it 

provides easy places for people to begin.   

 

(ÕɯÛÏÐÚɯÔÈÕÜÈÓȮɯàÖÜɀÓÓɯÍÐÕËɯÌÝÌÙàÛÏÐÕÎɯàÖÜɯÕÌÌËɯÛÖɯÏÌÓ×ɯàÖÜÙɯÊÖÕÎÙÌÎÈÛÐÖÕɯÉÌÊÖÔÌɯÈɯ"ÖÖl 

Congregation.  All of these documents are available electronically on the CD you received with 

this manual .  There is a Powerpoint presentation on that CD ÈÚɯÞÌÓÓȮɯÑÜÚÛɯÚÖɯàÖÜɀÓÓɯÏÈÝÌɯÚÖÔÌɯ

images to use in your own congregation.  

 

2ÛÈÙÛɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯȿ'ÖÞɯÛÖɯ&ÌÛɯ.ÙÎÈÕÐáÌËɀɯdocument in Chapter 1.  (ÛɯÌß×ÓÈÐÕÚɯÞÏÈÛɯÈɯȿ"ÖÖÓɯ

"ÖÕÎÙÌÎÈÛÐÖÕɀɯÐÚɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯÉÈÚÐÊɯÚÛÌ×ÚɯÛÖɯÉÌÊÖÔÐÕÎɯÖÕÌȭɯ Following that in Chapter 1 is a worksheet 

to record your plans.  

 

3ÏÌÕɯÛÈÒÌɯÈɯÓÖÖÒɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯȿ"ÈÙÉÖÕɯ%ÖÖÛ×ÙÐÕÛɯ"ÏÌÊÒÓÐÚÛɀɯÐÕɯ"ÏÈ×ÛÌÙɯƖȭ  It  explains the information you 

need to gather to use the Cool Congregations calculator.  The calculator tutorial is next in Chapter 

2.  8ÖÜɀÓÓɯÉÌɯÌÕÛÌÙÐÕÎɯàÖÜÙɯÎÈÛÏÌÙÌËɯÐÕÍÖɯÐÕɯ$ßÊÌÓȮɯÉÜÛɯàÖÜɯÔÐÎÏÛɯÈÚɯÞÌÓÓɯÎÌÛɯÈɯÚÌÕÚÌɯÖÍɯÞÏÈÛɯÛÖɯ

expect.  

 

In Chapter 3 àÖÜɀÓÓ ÍÐÕËɯÈɯÚÈÔ×ÓÌɯÖÍɯÈɯÍÈÔÐÓàɀÚɯ×ÓÌËÎÌɯÚÏÌÌÛȮɯÞÏÌÙÌɯàÖÜɯÊÈÕɯÚÌÌɯÈÕɯÌßÈÔ×ÓÌɯÖÍɯ

how you make your commitments to change your practices and reduce your carbon footprint.  

3ÏÐÚɯÐÚɯÈÊÛÜÈÓÓàɯ×ÈÙÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÊÈÓÊÜÓÈÛÖÙȮɯÚÖɯàÖÜɯÞÖÕɀÛɯÍÐÓÓɯÐÛɯÖÜÛɯÓÐÒÌɯÛÏÐÚɯɬ ÐÛɀÚɯÑÜÚÛɯÛÏÌre to help you 

recognize it when you see it in the calculator.  Also in Chapter 3, to help you figure out where to 

ÔÈÒÌɯÛÏÖÚÌɯÊÏÈÕÎÌÚȮɯàÖÜɀÓÓɯÍÐÕË two lists of Simple Steps people can take, with the carbon weight 

of each step.  These lists are divided into steps costing less than $25 each and those costing more. 

 

Now you have the basic sense of what the program is about.  (ÍɯàÖÜɀÙÌɯÛÏÌɯÏÌÈËɯÖÍɯÈɯÎÙÌÌÕɯÛÌÈÔɯ

ÞÏÖɀÓÓɯÐÕÛÙÖËÜÊÌɯÐÛɯÛÖɯàÖÜÙɯÖÞÕɯÊÖÕÎÙÌÎÈÛÐÖÕȮɯÛÈÒÌɯÈɯÓÖÖÒɯin Chapter 4.  8ÖÜɀÓÓɯÍÐÕËɯÚÖÔÌɯ

documents there that can help you get the word out.  There are sample bulletin announcements 

and flyers, several newsletter articles, and a 50-minute program for an Adult Education class.  
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One of the most successful ways to recruit folks at your congregation to participate is through a 

series of house parties.  8ÖÜɀÓÓɯÍÐÕËɯÚÈÔ×ÓÌɯÚÊÙÐ×ÛÚɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÖse parties in Chapter 5.  

 

8ÖÜɀÓÓɯÈÓÚÖɯÞÈÕÛɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÚÜÙÌɯÛÏÈÛɯàÖÜɯÔÌÈÚÜÙÌɯàÖÜÙɯÐÔ×ÈÊÛɯÈÍÛÌÙɯÈɯàÌÈÙȭɯɯ8ÖÜɀÓÓɯÍÐÕËɯÛÏÌɯÙÌËÜÊÛÐÖÕɯ

reporting sheets for individuals and the whole c ongregation in Chapter 6.  8ÖÜɀÓÓɯÈÓÚÖɯÍÐÕËɯÈÕɯ

agenda for the wrap-up fourth house party there.  

 

Remember that our Interfaith Power & Light Campaign can help you every step of the way.  We 

have a speakers bureau of volunteers trained to offer Cool Congregation workshops and other  

introductory talks.  We offer ShopIPL, a discounted shopping cart on our website that can help 

you save money on energy efficient lighting.   

 

-ÌÌËɯÚÖÔÌÛÏÐÕÎɯàÖÜɯËÖÕɀÛɯÚÌÌɯÏÌÙÌȳɯɯ&ÌÛɯÐÕɯÛÖÜÊÏɯÞÐÛÏɯÜÚɯÈÕËɯÞÌɀÓÓɯÏÌÓ×ɯàÖÜɯÊÙÌÈÛÌɯÐÛȵ 
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Chapter 1 
 

1-1. HOW TO GET ORGANIZED  

 

Running a Cool Congregation program is fun .  There are just six ÉÈÚÐÊɯÚÛÌ×ÚɯÛÖɯÎÌÛÛÐÕÎɯÚÛÈÙÛÌËȱ 

1. Form Your Green Team 

2. Pick a Guinea Pig (or Several) 

3. Engage Your Congregational Leaders (clergy and lay) 

4. Educate Your Congregation  

5. Reduce Your Carbon Footprint  

6. Measure Your Reductions & Celebrate!  
 

The six steps listed above are vital to a successful program, but you may have your own ideas 

how to implement them.  What follows are suggestions. 

Also in this chapter you will find a worksheet to record your plans with questions to guide your planning 

process, based on the information you will read here. 

 

1. Form Your Green Team (first month)  

Your green team is perhaps the most important part of the Cool Congregations program.  You 

ÊÈÕɀÛɯËÖɯÛÏÐÚɯÈÓÖÕÌȮɯÞÏÖɯÞÖÜÓËɯÞÈÕÛɯÛÖȳɯ Many hands make light work ɬ ÈÕËɯÉÌÚÐËÌÚȮɯÐÛɀÚɯÑÜÚÛɯ

more fun that way.  

The green team members need to: 

Ä measure their own household carbon footprints  

Ä find ways to reduce them  

Ä teach from their own exp erience to the rest of the congregation 

Ä organize events, write articles and promote Cool Congregations in a variety of ways  

 

2. Pick a Guinea Pig (or Several)  (months 1-3) 

The next most important thing you need is a guinea pig!  Nothing convinces people like real life 

examples.  

8ÖÜɯÔÐÎÏÛɯÛÏÐÕÒɯÛÏÌɯ×ÓÈÊÌɯÛÖɯÚÛÈÙÛɯÐÚɯÞÐÛÏɯàÖÜÙɯÊÖÕÎÙÌÎÈÛÐÖÕɀÚɯgreenest family, but that is not 

usually the best choice.  Your best guinea pig is going to be someone new to this, and willing to 

make the necessary changes ɬ whether that  is a financial investment in lighting, or behavioral 

changes.  Your best guinea pig will not be someone who already lives in a passive solar home, 

uses CFLs ÈÕËɯËÙÐÝÌÚɯÈɯ/ÙÐÜÚȮɯÉÌÊÈÜÚÌɯÛÏÌàɯÞÖÕɀÛɯÉÌɯÈÉÓÌɯÛÖɯËÌÔÖÕÚÛÙÈÛÌɯÔÜÊÏɯ×ÙÖÎÙÌÚÚɯÛÖɯÖÛÏÌÙÚɯ

in the congregation, and they are already living at a standard which will feel unreachable.  
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.ÕÊÌɯàÖÜɀÝÌɯÍÖÜÕËɯÚÖÔÌÖÕÌɯÞÐÓÓÐÕÎȮɯÏÌÙÌɀÚɯÏÖÞɯÛÖɯÍÐÎÜÙÌɯàÖÜÙɯ&ÜÐÕÌÈɯ/ÐÎɀÚɯÊÖÕÝÐÕÊÐÕÎɯÊÈÚÌȯ 

Ä Measure their footprint using the E xcel calculator explained in Tab 3 

Ä Help them consider ways to reduce using the 25 Simple Steps (both versions) in Tab 3 

Ä Have them make a pledge  

Ä Measure again after two or three months  

Ä Figure their carbon savings (using the calculator again and comparing)  

Ä Estimate total carbon savings for a one-year period 

Ä Figure their financial savings 

Ä Estimate total financial savings for a one-year period 

Ä Figure out how soon your ÎÜÐÕÌÈɯ×ÐÎɯÞÐÓÓɯÙÌÊÌÐÝÌɯȿ×ÈàÉÈÊÒɀ (how long it takes to recoup 

their investment in lighting and appliances through lower utility bills.  For example: Ann 

made some behavior changes and spent $12 on CFLs and started saving $100/month 

immediately through her combined actions.  Payback?  Less than one month.) 

All these steps will be clear after reading this first document.  

8ÖÜɯÊÖÜÓËɯÈÓÚÖɯÜÚÌɯ*ÈÛÌɀs illustration below as a model.  The carbon emissions coming just from 

the electricity in Kate's home used to total 20,000 pounds.  After learning this, she:  

 Changed 75% of her bulbs to compact fluorescent and got better about turning off her 

lights, whic h reduced her electricity use by 50%  

 Saved 10,000 pounds of carbon in the first year alone, just from switching bulbs  

 Made an initial investment  of just under $200  

 Reached payback after 4 months 

 Annual savings were $600.  

One congregation that used this program secured three "lead families" -- one retired 

couple, one family with two teenage children, and one with younger children.  

 

3. Engage Your Congregational Leaders (Clergy and Lay) (first 

month)  

Your Cool Congregations program will benefit by your congre ÎÈÛÐÖÕÈÓɯÓÌÈËÌÙÚɀɯÌÕÎÈÎÌÔÌÕÛȭɯ 

To get their involvement, you may have to give them a crash course in: 

1. Global Warming  

2. Religious Response to global warming 

3. Interfaith Power & Light Campaign  

4. Cool Congregations Program  

5. The congregation facility  carbon footprint contest and calculator located on the web at 

www.coolcongregations.com.  
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How far along in the above progression of awareness are your faith leaders? 

For instance, have they seen An Inconvenient Truth?  Have they given sermons about the 

religious response to global warming?  Do they know about Interfaith Power & Light, or Cool 

Congregations? 

Where do you need to begin on this progression?  Some congregations have held Introductory 

Evenings just for the congregational clergy and lay leaders ɬ a party aÛɯÚÖÔÌÖÕÌɀÚɯÏÖÔÌɯÞÏÌÙÌɯ

the program is introduced, footprints are measured, the guinea pig example is offered, and 

pledges are solicited.  You might show a film at such an evening, if your governing body is very 

new to the issue. 

Many congregational boards may prefer that you present the program to them at their regularly 

ÚÊÏÌËÜÓÌËɯÔÌÌÛÐÕÎɯÐÕÚÛÌÈËɯȹÚÖɯÛÏÈÛɯàÖÜɯËÖÕɀÛɯÈËËɯÈÕÖÛÏÌÙɯÌÝÌÕÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÚÊÏÌËÜÓÌÚȺȭɯɯ 

To do this, here are a few suggested steps: 

Step 1   Speak to your faith leaders  

Ideally you would li ke their enthusiastic support!  Talk to them about making Cool 

Congregations a ×ÈÙÛɯÖÍɯàÖÜÙɯÍÈÐÛÏɯÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàɀÚ regular stewardship efforts.  Tell them about 

àÖÜÙɯÎÙÌÌÕɯÛÌÈÔɀÚɯÞÐÓÓÐÕÎÕÌÚÚɯÛÖɯÓÌÈËɯÐÛȭɯɯ6ÖÙÒɯÞÐÛÏɯàÖÜÙɯÍÈÐÛÏɯÓÌÈËÌÙɯÛÖɯÈÙÙÈÕÎÌɯÍÖÙɯàÖÜÙɯÎÙÌÌÕɯ

team to make a presentation to the lay governing body, to get them on board too.   

 (Your faith leaders may not be able to be leaders or volunteer as guinea pigs on the project, but 

you should certainly seek them out early in your work, and then keep them inf ormed as you 

make progress.)  

Step 2  Prepare to speak to your lay governing board 

Once you have arranged with your faith leader to make a half hour presentation to the lay 

governing boardé 

One way to interest the lay governing board is to measure their carbon footprints so they can see 

their own personal impact. 

To do this, collect the data from your board members ahead of time, and have their footprints 

already calculated and ready to hand out at the meeting.  (Give your green team 2-3 wks to do 

this, you may have to help the board members ind ividually to get it done.) 

Step 3  Speak to your lay governing board 

At the board mtg: 

1. Address the religious response to global warming. (2 mins) 

2.  Give them a thorough description of a Cool Congregations Stewardship program and how 

great it is for build ing community and lowering energy costs. (3 mins) 

3.  Share your Guinea pigôs case, or if you donôt yet have your guinea pigôs results, share their 

footprint, p ledge and hoped-for reductions. (5 mins) 
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4.  Show board members their footprints.  Remind them they are not alone in causing the 

problem, or in solving it.  We are all in this together.   

5.  Invite them to make a pledge, as leaders, to lead the way for others. 

6.  And of course ask for their endorsement of your program. (4.,5.,6. = 15 mins) 

 

You can use some of these slides to create a short presentation, with your own guinea pigôs case, 

and a statement from your own faith trad ition.  Or have your faith leader speak to the religious 

response to global warming and your guinea pig presents their own case.  

 

Donôt forget to offer follow-up support to your board members to help them keep their p ledges 

and check their impact at years-end. 

Send them home with a starter gift!  CFLs, shower timers, etc. 

 

4. Educate Your Congregation  (months 1-3) 

While your Guinea Pig is making their changes at home and helping you build a great test case, 

you have the perfect opportunity to education your congregation about global warming, our 

religious response, and our personal responsibility to do something about it .  We ÊÈÕɀÛɯÌÔ×ÏÈÚÐáÌɯ

enough how important this step is.  People have to see a need before they will act.  Many people 

still ËÖÕɀÛɯÜÕËÌÙÚÛÈÕËɯÞÏÈÛɯÎÓÖÉÈÓɯÞÈÙÔÐÕÎɯÐÚȮɯÏÖÞɯÚÌÙÐÖÜÚɯÐÛɯÐÚȮɯÛÏÈÛɯÖÜÙɯÍÈÐÛÏÚɯcall us to care for 

creation.  

Just as you did with the leadership of your congregation, you will have to ask yourself where you 

need to begin on a progression of awareness to reach out to the congregation as a whole.  We 

ËÖÕɀÛɯÏÈÝÌɯÈɯÓÐÛÔÜÚɯÛÌÚÛɯÍÖÙɯàÖÜɯÛÖɯËÌÛÌÙÔÐÕÌɯÞÏÌÙÌɯÛÖɯÉÌÎÐÕȮɯÉÜÛɯÐÍɯàÖÜɯÏÈÝÌÕɀÛɯÚÏÖÞÕɯÔÖÝÐÌÚɯ

ÓÐÒÌɯɁ Õɯ(ÕÊÖÕÝÌÕÐÌÕÛɯ3ÙÜÛÏɂɯÖÙɯÏÈËɯÚ×ÌÈÒÌÙÚɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÚÜÉÑÌÊÛɯÈÛɯàÖÜÙɯÈËÜÓÛɯÌËÜÊÈÛÐÖÕɯÚÌÚÚÐÖÕÚȮɯÞÌɯ

suggest you begin there.  Interfaith Power & Light can recommend resources , where to get them, 

and we have a speakers bureau of volunteers trained to come and speak to you.  Contact us to 

arrange for any of that.  We also have a shopping cart on our website (ShopIPL) that offers 

energy efficient lighting fixtures at a significant discount.  Be sure to let your congregation 

ÔÌÔÉÌÙÚɯÒÕÖÞɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÛÏÌɯÞÌÉÚÐÛÌɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯËÐÚÊÖÜÕÛɯÊÖËÌɯȹɁ2ÏÖ×(/+ɂȺɯÛÖɯÔÈÒÌɯÛÏÌÐÙɯ×ÓÌËÎÌɯ

fulfillment easier.  

To move the congregation you will need to reach out to them in more than one way.  Your Green 

Team can host a movie night, put articles in the congregational newsletter and bulletin, arrange 

resources for small groups meeting in your congregation, work with your clergy to focus 

sermons on global warming, have an entire worship service on the theme of caring for creation, 

and bring in speakers for adult education. 
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5. Help Members of Your Congregation Reduce Their Carbon 

Footprint s (months 4-16) 

 

.ÕÊÌɯàÖÜɀÝÌɯÎÖÛɯàÖÜÙɯÊÖÕÎÙÌÎÈÛÐÖÕɯ×ÙÐÔÌËɯÈÕËɯ×ÜÔ×ÌËɯÜ×Ȯɯand your Guinea Pig(s) savings 

have been tallied, then you take your program  to the whole congregation.  

Cool Congregations is a stewardship program.  The goal is to broaden our idea of what it means 

to be a good steward to include caring for creation.  The goal is to mainstream caring for creation 

so that it is an integral part of what it means to be a faithf ul person.  3ÖɯÛÏÈÛɯÌÕËȮɯÐÛɀÚɯÉÌÚÛɯÛÖɯÚÌÕËɯ

ÖÜÛɯÈɯÓÌÛÛÌÙɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯÙÌÎÜÓÈÙɯÚÛÌÞÈÙËÚÏÐ×ɯÓÌÛÛÌÙɯÛÏÈÛɯÎÌÛÚɯÚÌÕÛɯÖÜÛɯÈÚɯ×ÈÙÛɯÖÍɯàÖÜÙɯÊÖÕÎÙÌÎÈÛÐÖÕɀÚɯ

financial stewardship drive, inviting congregants to take part in your Cool Congregations 

program by attending the  House Parties, (which you will read about below.)   In that letter you 

will include a theological justification for caring for creation, an explanation in brief of the 

×ÓÌËÎÐÕÎɯ×ÙÖÊÌÚÚȮɯÈÕËɯàÖÜÙɯÎÜÐÕÌÈɯ×ÐÎɀÚɯÌßÈÔ×ÓÌ, plus information on how to sign up.  (S ee a 

sample stewardship letter in Chap 4 ( 4-7). 

Then you will continue by promoting the Cool Congregations House Parties, also using your 

&ÜÐÕÌÈɯ/ÐÎɀÚɯÚÛÖÙàȮɯÐÕɯÞÖÙÚÏÐ×ȮɯÐÕɯàÖÜÙɯÕÌÞÚÓÌÛÛÌÙȮɯÐÕɯÉÜÓÓÌÛÐÕɯÈÕÕÖÜÕÊÌÔÌÕÛÚɯɬ everywhere you 

can to get people to sign up.  

(ÛɀÚɯÐÔ×ÖÙÛÈÕÛɯÛÖɯÚÌÛɯÈɯÎÖÈÓɯÍÖÙɯÕÜÔÉÌÙɯÖÍɯ×ÈÙÛÐÊÐ×ÈÕÛÚȭ 

How many families do you hope will participate in the first year?  

The second year? 

The third year? 

(ÛɀÚɯÖÒÈàɯÛÖɯÚÛÈÙÛɯÞÐÛÏɯÈɯÚÔÈÓÓɯÎÙÖÜ×ȭɯ Collect testimonials and share your progress with t he whole 

congregation as you go ɬ in this way you will attract others.  

Once you have enough families signed up you may begin your House Parties.  Four to eight 

persons per group are best.  (ÛɀÚɯÎÖÖËɯÛÖɯÉÌÎÐÕɯàÖÜÙɯÎÙÖÜ×ÚɯÖÍɯƘɯ- 8 at the same time, so that the 

whole group of participants will be done at about the same time of year to give you the results 

you need for an awards ceremony. 

House Party  - In the faith community we know about the effectiveness of small groups!  They 

have the highest likelihood of helping to bring about real change because folks can support one 

another, and hold  one another accountable.  Besides, house parties are fun! 

8ÖÜɀÓÓɯÍÐÕËɯÛÏÌɯÚÊÙÐ×ÛÚɯÖÙɯÈÎÌÕËÈÚɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÍÐÙÚÛɯÛÏÙÌÌɯ'ÖÜÚÌɯ/ÈÙÛÐÌÚɯin Chapter 5.  The fourth House 

Party script, which is held 12 months after folks have pledged, is in Chapter 6.  Also in Chapter 6 

are the reduction results reporting forms, and one for the congregational group total for 

submitting to Interfaith Power and Light so they can tally a state total.  
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HerÌɀÚɯÈɯÉÈÚÐÊɯËÌÚÊÙÐ×ÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÞÏÈÛɯàÖÜɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯËÖÐÕÎɯÈÛɯÛÏÌÚÌɯ'ÖÜÚÌɯ/ÈÙÛÐÌÚȯ 

You may want to divide the organizing duties into:  

1. Host - could be the small group leader  

2. MC - conducting the programming  

3. Record Keeper - in charge of the carbon footprint records f or all participants  

First House Party:    Explain program, invite participation.  

 2ÏÖÞɯ&ÜÐÕÌÈɯ/ÐÎɀÚɯÊÈÚÌ 

 Hand out carbon footprint checklist, explain how to fill it out.  

  What to bring: ×ÙÖÎÙÈÔɯÍÓàÌÙÚȮɯ&ÜÐÕÌÈɯ/ÐÎɀÚɯÊÈÚÌȮɯÊÈÙÉÖÕɯÍÖÖÛ×ÙÐÕÛɯÊÏÌÊÒÓÐÚÛ 

Second House Party:  CalÊÜÓÈÛÌɯ×ÈÙÛÐÊÐ×ÈÕÛÚɀɯÍÖÖÛ×ÙÐÕÛÚ  

 Hand out two lists of Simple Steps (Tab 3) 

 Give them their pledge sheet from the calculator  

 Discuss options ɬ encourage them to look at utility offers  

 What to bring: computer,  printer to print footprin ts,  

  copies of both lists of Simple Steps 

 Optional: small lamp with a CFL or string of LED holiday lights , a CFL 

for each participant, info on local utility energy efficiency offerings, rebates, 

energy tips booklets from Energy Star or local utility , etc. 

Third House Party :  Collect pledge sheet 

  ÚÒɯÏÖÞɯÐÛɀÚɯÎÖÐÕÎɯÍÖÙɯ×ÈÙÛÐÊÐ×ÈÕÛÚɯÐÕɯÊÏÖÖÚÐÕÎɯÈÕËɯÐÔ×ÓÌÔÌÕÛÐÕÎɯÈÊÛÐÖÕÚɯ 

Let people know about the congregation -wide gathering in a year to 

celebrate the actual reductions people have made 

What to bring: info on Energy Star refrigerators, ceiling fans, etc. or any 

nifty energy saving device you think would be of interest ɬ how about a 

×ÖÞÌÙɯÚÛÙÐ×ȳɯƚǔɯÖÍɯÖÜÙɯÌÓÌÊÛÙÐÊÐÛàɯÕÈÛÐÖÕÞÐËÌɯÐÚɯÚ×ÌÕÛɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯɁÐÕÚÛÈÕÛɯÖÕɂɯ

feature. Cut that by using a power strip.  

 

Small Grou p Ministries  ɬ (Íɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯËÖÕɀÛɯÏÈÝÌɯÛÐÔÌɯÛÖɯÊÖÔÌɯÛÖɯÈɯÏÖÜÚÌɯ×ÈÙÛàȮɯàÖÜɯÊÖÜÓËɯÎÖɯ

to them!  Using the house party scripts, you might integrate Cool Congregations into existing 

small group ministries at their regular gathering times and places.  Perhaps you have a young 

adult ministry that would welcome Cool Congregations as a program one evening, and where 

the participants might challenge each other to see who can reduce the most.  Your knitting 

ministry might welcome the conversation as they work on their sh awls and blankets.  The Choir 

might be willing to be a group guinea pig, and you might have neighborhood -based groups that 

would also welcome the material at their gatherings.  Use the infrastructure that already exists to 

organize people, and see how you can bring the information to them.  
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Just putting the info on Cool Congregations on a table will do nothing.  Some churches have tried 

this, and guess what?  Nothing has happened.  3ÏÐÚɯÐÚɯÈÕɯÐÕÛÌÙÈÊÛÐÝÌɯ×ÙÖÎÙÈÔȮɯÈÕËɯÐÛɀÚɯÍÜÕɯÛÖɯËÖɯ

together.  It helps to build community and grow the faith around a very  important moral issue of 

our time.  

 

6. Measure Your Reductions & Celebrate  (month 18) 

3ÞÌÓÝÌɯÔÖÕÛÏÚɯÍÙÖÔɯÔÈÒÐÕÎɯÛÏÌÐÙɯ×ÓÌËÎÌÚȮɯàÖÜɀÓÓɯÞÈÕÛɯÛÖɯÈÚÒɯàÖÜÙɯ×ÈÙÛÐÊÐ×ÈÛÐÕÎɯÊÖÕÎÙÌÎÈÛÐÖÕÈÓɯ

members to measure their results.  This is done at a final House Party (6-1).  8ÖÜɀÓÓɯÞÈÕÛɯÛÖɯÚÌÕËɯ

the ȿ"ÈÙÉÖÕɯ%ÖÖÛ×ÙÐÕÛɯ"ÏÌÊÒÓÐÚÛɀ back out to everyone beforehand.  At the final event you will 

ÖÕÊÌɯÈÎÈÐÕɯÔÌÈÚÜÙÌɯÌÝÌÙàÖÕÌɀÚɯÍÖÖÛ×ÙÐÕÛɯÜÚÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÊÈÓÊÜÓÈÛÖÙȮɯÈÕËɯÍÐÎÜÙÌɯÖÜÛɯÏÖÞɯÔÜÊÏɯÚÔÈÓÓer it 

has become.  That individual result is tabulated on the individual reporting sheet (6-2).  Your 

green team will then capture all the individual results and summarize them on the 

congregational reporting form (6-3).  Be sure you send that one back to your state Interfaith 

Power and Light office so that we can celebrate with you!  

 

Some congregations have held annual awards ceremonies where they handed out prizes in 

differe nt categories, with award names ÓÐÒÌɯȿ!ÐÎÎÌÚÛɯ+ÖÚÌÙɀȮɯȿ+ÌÈÚÛɯ%ÓÐÎÏÛàɀȮɯÌÛÊȭ 
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1-Ɩȭɯ42$ɯ3'(2ɯɁ+$3ɀ2ɯ&$3ɯ.1& -(9$#ɂɯ 

WORKSHEET  TO RECORD YOUR PLAN S 
 

 

1. GREEN TEAM ɬ 8ÖÜɯÊÈÕɀÛɯËÖɯÛÏÐÚɯÈÓÖÕÌȵ  Many hands make light work.  

 

(ÍɯàÖÜÙɯÊÖÕÎÙÌÎÈÛÐÖÕɯËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯÏÈÝÌɯÈɯ&ÙÌÌÕɯ3ÌÈÔɯàÌÛȮɯÕame potential members from your congregation and note 

which one of you i s going to recruit which person;  

 

Or will you make an announcement recruiting green team members and call a short m eeting to explain what it is 

about after a service?  If so, who will do this?  How?  (Bulletin announcement, verbal announcement?  Weekly e-

mail to congregation?) 

 

 

Or will you do something else to gather your green team?  Name the particulars here: 

 

 

Once you have that team, ask them to come up with a name ɬ what will the group call themselves?   Got any ideas 

for starters? 

 

 

2. GUINEA  PIGs ɬ You need concrete examples to convince others. 
 

1. "ÈÓÊÜÓÈÛÌɯàÖÜÙɯÎÙÌÌÕɯÛÌÈÔɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÚɀɯÊÈÙÉÖÕɯÍÖÖÛ×ÙÐÕÛÚ using the Excel calculator on the CD you received 

at the workshop and the tutorial printed in Chapter 2.  This will give you good practice to help your 

Guinea Pigs now and all the other members of your congregation in a few months.  Look at both lists of 

Simple Steps in Chapter 3 and the sample pledge sheet and your own pledge sheet, and begin thinking 

about how each of you will reduce your footprint s.  Which carbon reduction actions interest you today?  

Be sure to leave with some ideas to try out on your family.  

 

By what date will you have your pledge sheet filled out  and turned in?  

 

Who will keep track of these pledge sheets? (Be sure to return a copy to the participant.)  

 

2. Who will be your guinea pig(s) from the wider congre gation?  #ÖÕɀÛɯÍÖÙÎÌÛɯÛÖɯÊÖÕÚÐËÌÙɯàÖÜÙɯÊÓÌÙÎàɯ

person!  Who will ask them?  

 

3. Who will help them calculate  their footprint, make a pledge, recalculate in 2 -3 months, and writ e up their 

case per the example?  And by when?  
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3.  ENGAGE YOUR CONGREGATIONAL LEADERS    

 

6ÏÌÙÌɯÈÙÌɯàÖÜɯÊÖÕÎÙÌÎÈÛÐÖÕɀÚɯÓÌÈËÌÙÚɯÖÕɯÛÏÐÚɯ×ÙÖÎÙÌÚÚÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÈÞÈÙÌÕÌÚÚȳ 

 

Ä Global Warming ɬ ÏÈÝÌɯÛÏÌàɯÚÌÌÕɯȿ Õɯ(ÕÊÖÕÝÌÕÐÌÕÛɯ3ÙÜÛÏɀȳ 

Ä Religious Response to global warming ɬ Have you heard sermons on the topic? 

Ä Interfaith Power & Light Campaign - Do they know about it?  

Ä Cool Congregations Program  

Ä The congregation facility  carbon footprint contest and calculator located on the web at 

www.coolcongregations.com.  

 

Who is going to meet  with your clergy person to get his or her approval  and assistance to go before the board? 

  

By when is this meeting going to happen? 

 

Whether you meet with the governing body (board, vestry)  at their regularly scheduled meeting, or plan another 

evening for just this topic, here are a few questions: 

 

Who will help the members of the board collect their data on their energy usage ahead of time?  

 

Who will calculate their carbon footprints ahead of time?  

 

Who will do the presentation?  Will you divide it up a mong several people? 

 

These are the elements you will cover: 

 

-Address the religious response to global warming  

 - Describe Cool Congregations 

 - 2ÏÈÙÌɯ&ÜÐÕÌÈɯ/ÐÎɀÚɯÊÈÚÌ 

 - Walk board through their footprints, invite them to pledge  

 - Ask for endorsement 

 - Follow -up 
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4. EDUCATE CONGREGATION  

  

What has your congregation already done to educate members about global warming and our religious response 

to it?  

 

Ä 2ÏÖÞÕɯɁ Õɯ(ÕÊÖÕÝÌÕÐÌÕÛɯ3ÙÜÛÏɂ 

Ä 2ÏÖÞÕɯÛÏÌɯËÖÊÜÔÌÕÛÈÙàɯɁ1ÌÕÌÞÈÓɂɯÍÌÈÛÜÙÐÕÎɯÚÌÝÌÕɯÍÈÐÛÏ-based environmental groups in the U.S., 

including Interfaith Power & Light  

Ä Held an Adult Education class on global warming  

Ä Invited a Interfaith Power & Light speaker to speak  

Ä Heard about global warming in sermons  

Ä Written articles in your newsletter  

Ä Organized a Bike to Worship day  

Ä Other ________________________________________________ 

Ä Other ________________________________________________ 

 

Consider what else you can do to raise awareness in your congregation.  

 

 

List target dates and who might be asked to be in charge of the above events. 

 

 

How will you get the word out about these events?  

 

 

5. REDUCE YOUR CARBON FOOTPRINT  
 

Use house parties, small groups and other ways to get as many members of your congregation as possible to use 

the calculator, make a pledge and reduce their carbon footprint.  

 

You may want to record ideas here on how to proceed, even though you may not be ready to begin your 

program . Just to keep track of them. 

 

(ÛɀÚɯÎÖÖËɯÛÖɯÚÌÛɯÈɯÎÖÈÓɯÍÖÙɯàÖÜÙÚÌÓÍ. 

 

1. How many families do you hope will partici pate in the first year?  

 

2. What is your long -term goal?  (What % of your congregation would you like to take part?)  

 

3. Target date for beginning recruitment, House Parties: 

 

 

 

6ÏÈÛɯÈÙÌɯÛÏÌɯÔÌÛÏÖËÚɯàÖÜɀÓÓɯÜÚÌɯÛÖɯÙÌÊÙÜÐÛɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌȳɯ 
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Which groups will you approac h and ask to present at their upcoming meetings/gatherings for recruitment 

purposes? 

 

 

What might be a target date for completion of recruiting?  

 

 

Take time to reflect and articulate why you are each doing this.  Caring for creation as an act of faithful 

sÛÌÞÈÙËÚÏÐ×ɯÐÚɯÈɯÙÌÓÈÛÐÝÌÓàɯÕÌÞɯÐËÌÈȭɯɯ8ÖÜɀÓÓɯÏÈÝÌɯÛÖɯ×ÌÙÚÜÈËÌɯÖÛÏÌÙÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÐÚɯÐÚɯÐÔ×ÖÙÛÈÕÛȭɯɯWhat is your religious 

motivation?   Be ready to share this freely with others.  

 

 

Who might be the right persons for each task?  

 

1.  Recruiting 

 

2.  Hosting the House Parties  

 

3.  MC-ing the parties  

 

4.  Recordkeeper  

 

5.  Communications person to get the word out  

 

 

6.   MEASURE YOUR REDUCTIONS & CELEBRATE!  
 

Who will deliver the Carbon Footprint Checklists to your participants and make sure they fill them out ag ain at 

the end of the year, so that footprints can be re-measured at the fourth House Party? 

 

Once you have figured all the footprint reductions, how will you celebrate reduced footprints?    Will you hold an 

awards ceremony?  Who will be your audience?  Wi ll you hold it at an adult forum, or at a special picnic, or 

during an annual congregational meeting?  

 

Who will tabulate all the individual results onto the congregation total reporting sheet and send that sheet back to 

the Interfaith Power & Light State o ffice? 
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Chapter 2 
 

2-1. CARBON FOOTPRINT CHECKLIST  
 

 

'ÌÙÌɀÚɯÞÏÈÛɯ×ÈÙÛÐÊÐ×ÈÕÛÚɯÕÌÌËɯÛÖɯÜÚÌɯÛÏÌɯ"ÖÖÓɯ"ÖÕÎÙÌÎÈÛÐÖÕÚɯÊÈÓÊÜÓÈÛÖÙȯ 

1) UTILITY INFO : Gather totals for the most recent 12 months period.  

 

 Electricity (kWh) _____________________________________ 

 

Natural Gas (therms)__________________________________ 

ȹ(ÍɯɁÔÊÍȮɂɯÛÏÌÕ 1mcf x 10.3 = 1 therm) 

OR 

Propane or Heating oil (in gallons)______________________ 

  
Didnôt save your bills?  Call your local u tility and ask for a one year summary of energy use.   

  

      2) MILES DRIVEN and MILES PER GALLON : Estimate for each ÊÈÙɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÓÈÚÛɯƕƖɯÔÖÕÛÏÚȭɯȹ#ÖÕɀÛɯ

know? Go to www.fueleconomy.gov . In the lower left -hand corner of the page select "MPG estimate from Users," 

then select your make and model and choose the EPA combined average.) (The average U.S. resident drives 

15,000 miles per year.) 

 

Car #1:  Make, model, year_______________________________ 

Miles driven __________________________________ 

MPG (miles per gallon)___________________________ 

 Current odometer reading ________________________ 

 

Car #2:  Make, model ,year______________________________ 

 Miles driven _________________________________ 

 MPG _________________________________________ 

 Current odometer  reading ________________________ 

 

      3) FLIGHT MILES:  Estimate of the miles flown by  each member of your family for the last 12  months. 

Don't know? Go to www.webflyer.com/travel/milemarker/ . Select cities flown to and from to get miles traveled. 

Count each flight for each family member separately, even if they flew on the same flight.  
 

Total for all family members: ___________________________________ 

 

      4) GARBAGE  (Total gallons per week) ________________________________ 

(kitchen bags are 13 gallons, large garbage bags are 33 gallons) 

 

 

 

2-2. CARBON CALCULATOR TUTORIAL  

http://www.fueleconomy.gov/
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If you have already decided what your action s will be and type them in before you print this, you can 

enter the estimated pounds of CO2 reduced for the actions you choose in the yellow boxes (the pounds 

".ƖɯÈÙÌɯÓÐÚÛÌËɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯɀƖƙɯ2ÛÌ×ÚɀɯÚÜÎÎÌÚÛÐÖÕÚȺȮɯÛÏÌÕɯÛÏÌɯÊÈÓÊÜÓÈÛÖÙɯÞÐÓÓɯÈÜÛÖÔÈÛÐÊÈÓÓàɯÈËËɯÛÏÌÔɯÜ× for you. 

The total will appear in the orange box. That way you can compare your total estimate to the provided 

10% goal. 

 

3ÏÌɯ!ÈÙɯ&ÙÈ×ÏɯÊÖÔ×ÈÙÌÚɯàÖÜÙɯÍÈÔÐÓàɀÚɯÍÖÖÛ×ÙÐÕÛɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ4ȭ2ȭɯÈÝÌÙÈÎÌɯÍÖÖÛ×ÙÐÕÛɯÍÖÙɯÈɯÍÈÔÐÓàɯàÖÜÙɯÚÐáÌȮɯÈÕËɯ

to the Kyoto Protocol , a standard set by an international climate agreement in 1997. 

 

The Pie Chart shows the breakdown of your footprint by percent CO2 per category. This way you can see 

which piece of the pie is the largest and might warrant your attention first.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


